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Dr. James Schweitzer attended Randolph-Macon College and received a B.S. in Biology in 1976.  
He attended graduate school at Purdue University where he earned an M.S. in Health Physics 
and a Ph.D. in Environmental Toxicology in 1985.  He began work at the Illinois Department of 
Nuclear Safety where he performed environmental monitoring and activities associated with 
radon in homes. 
 
In 1987 he became Radiation Safety Officer (RSO) at Purdue University responsible for U.S. 

Nuclear Regulatory Commission licenses of broad scope, special nuclear material and source material.  During this time 
he was active in the Big Ten Radiation Safety Officers and the Campus Radiation Safety Officers where he provided 
leadership for hosting annual meetings of the group. He also worked to bring about joint meetings of the Campus 
Radiation Safety Officers and the Health Physics Society at the annual meeting.  In addition to his duties as RSO he was 
appointed as the Director of Radiological and Environmental Management (REM) in 2001 assuming responsibility for 
environmental health and safety programs at Purdue with a staff of 34 individuals. 
 
During this time he was also appointed as courtesy Assistant Professor of Health Physics.  In this capacity he has taught 
courses such as HSCI 312, 313, 322L, and 514 and provided numerous guest lectures in Health Sciences and other 
disciplines.  He continues to serve on graduate committees in Health Sciences and Nuclear Engineering and provides 
internship and employment opportunities for students in radiological health, occupational and environmental health 
sciences and nuclear engineering.  REM also serves as the principal site along with the Tippecanoe County Health 
Department for exchange students from the Dublin Institute of Technology. 
 
Dr. Schweitzer is also active in the Health Physics Society (HPS) at the local and national levels.  He is the immediate past 
president of the Hoosier Chapter, past president of the Radiation Safety Operations section of the HPS, and has served 
several terms on the Academic Education Committee of the HPS.  He organized a Professional Development School on 
“Radiation Risk Estimation” for the HPS held at Purdue University in July 2015 in conjunction with the annual meeting in 
Indianapolis.  He is also active in the Campus Safety Health and Environmental Management Association where he 
serves on the Professional Development Committee. 
 
Dr. Schweitzer was certified by the American Academy of Health Physics in 1993.  He is also a consultant on radiation 
safety and environmental health and safety issues. He has been married to his wife Pam for 31 years and has a stepson, 
Daniel, daughter-in-law, Kelly and two granddaughters, Jennifer and Amie.  He enjoys golf, craft beer, and walking their 
2 whippets. 
 


